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FROM STRUGGLE TO STRENGTH:
REFLECTING ON LGBTQ+ TRIUMPHS IN
2023
Welcome to our annual newsletter, where we reflect on the milestones and
moments that defined the journey of the LGBTQ+ community in 2023.
Throughout the year, we witnessed remarkable progress, from legislative
victories to cultural shifts, each contributing to a more inclusive and accepting
society. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all who have supported our
mission, and we look forward to continuing the fight for equality and
acceptance in the year ahead. 

As we celebrate the strides made and the challenges overcome, we reaffirm
our commitment to amplifying LGBTQ+ voices, fostering understanding, and
advocating for a world where love knows no bounds. Together, let us stand as
beacons of hope, driving positive change and creating a future where every
individual can live authentically and proudly. Thank you for being part of our
journey toward a brighter, more inclusive tomorrow.
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EMBRACING DIVERSITY:
“STORIES”A NEW CHAPTER IN
KOREGAON PARK'S CAFE
SCENE.
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FEATURED STORY

In the heart of Koregaon Park,

Mist Cafe has emerged as a

sanctuary for all. Opening its

doors from January 26th

2023, Mist Cafe goes beyond

offering coffee and treats; it

provides a safe space,

particularly for the LGBTQ+

community, where

individuals can be

themselves without fear of

judgment or discrimination. 

Queer cafes like Mist play a vital role
in fostering connections, promoting
inclusivity, and contributing to a
more equitable society. Through
events and support, Mist Cafe stands
as a beacon of diversity, embracing
all who seek refuge in its welcoming
embrace. Welcome to Mist Cafe,
where every sip is a celebration of
equality and acceptance.



Step into the enchanting world of "The Valentine's Flea,"
hosted by the MIST LGBTQ Foundation. This dynamic
event brought together individuals from diverse
backgrounds, including LGBTQ community members,
women, and specially-abled individuals, creating a
vibrant and inclusive space.

More than just a marketplace, "The Valentine's Flea"
became a symbol of unity and celebration, where LGBTQ
individuals found support, camaraderie, and
empowerment amidst a backdrop of diversity and
resilience.

UNITY UNLEASHED: THE
VALENTINE'S FLEA

2023
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The Transgender Day of Visibility stands as a pivotal moment to champion
transgender rights and foster a society that embraces inclusivity and support.
This annual occasion serves as a poignant reminder that every individual,
irrespective of gender identity, deserves unwavering respect, dignity, and
equal treatment. It's a call to action, urging us to create a world where
diversity is celebrated, and every person is valued for their authentic self. Let
us stand united in solidarity, amplifying transgender voices and advocating
for a future where acceptance and understanding reign supreme.

EMBRACING EQUALITY: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TRANSGENDER
DAY OF VISIBILITY

2023
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In April 23, 2023, Pune witnessed a vibrant display
of pride, orchestrated by a multitude of
organizations and individuals across the city.
Drawing a crowd of 800-1000 attendees from
various parts of Maharashtra, this event
symbolized a powerful celebration of diversity and
unity.

PUNE PRIDE 2023: A UNIFYING
CELEBRATION



@MISTLGBT

The 7th edition of Out & Loud - Pune International Queer
Film Festival illuminated the city from May 25th to 28th at
the Goethe Institute and May 26th & 27th at The Box.
Proudly presented by Publicis Sapient and powered by
IBM, this celebration of diversity featured a captivating
array of approximately 60 films from around the globe,
uniting audiences in a shared journey of empowerment
and inspiration.

MIST proudly served as the official partner to Publicis
Sapient, orchestrating a series of events throughout
Pride Month. From curating the official film festival to
offering queer merchandise, and culminating in vibrant
Pride Day celebrations at Gurugram and Bengaluru
office spaces, MIST embraced the spirit of inclusivity
with style and grace.

OUT AND LOUD - PIQFF

2023
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Corporate Pride Unleashed:
Celebrating Diversity Across
Offices
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Mist LGBTQ Foundation's annual balloon releasing event on Indian Coming
Out Day symbolizes our ongoing fight for Freedom to Love & Equality,
marking a significant victory against Section 377.

FREEDOM AND ACCEPTANCE: INDIAN COMING OUT DAY
BALLOON RELEASE

2023
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The 5th Anniversary Celebration of IPC 377 marked
a milestone in the journey of LGBTQ+ rights,
commemorating half a decade of progress and
awareness. This event honored the historic
Supreme Court judgment of September 2018,
which declared Section 377 unconstitutional. With
around 30 attendees, it symbolized the ongoing
fight for equality and decriminalization of
homosexuality in India.

FLAG HOISTING:
COMMEMORATING SECTION

377 DECRIMINALIZATION AT
STORIES CAFE

Embracing self-
discovery and
acceptance, we
marked Indian
Coming Out Day
with a heartwarming
balloon releasing
event.



GLOBAL ADVOCACY: 
MR. GAY WORLD INDIA 2023 SHINES IN
CAPE TOWN

@MISTLGBT

In Pune, Mist LGBTQ Foundation hosted its
inaugural Mr. Gay World India 2023,
culminating in a riveting finale on October
5th. Vishal Pinjani from Kolhapur and
Abishek Jayadeep from Kerala emerged
as the top finalists after navigating
through rigorous rounds of testing,
including interviews, discussions, and
talent showcases. Vishal Pinjani, a 39-
year-old activist leading the Kolhapur-
based organization Abhimaan, claimed
victory, showcasing the diverse talents
and resilience within the LGBTQ+
community.

This historic win paved the way for
India's representation at the esteemed
Mr. Gay World competition in Cape
Town, orchestrated by the Mist LGBTQ
Foundation. Supported by Mist, the
Indian delegate exemplifies courage
and diversity, amplifying the nation's
commitment to LGBTQ+
empowerment and recognition. With
India securing a spot in the World
Pageant's top five, this achievement
stands as a testament to the
collaborative efforts of the delegate
and Mist LGBTQ Foundation, heralding
a future where all orientations are
celebrated and valued.
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In a heartwarming display of inclusivity, the Mist team and Pride@ZS team
from ZS Associates came together to celebrate Diwali with the transgender
and female sex worker community in Budhwarpeth, Pune. Sharing sweets,
gifts, and diyas, the joy and camaraderie shared during this celebration
transcended words, reflecting the power of unity and compassion.

The Mist team orchestrated a compassionate
gathering at Stories Cafe, bringing together the
transgender community for an enriching meet.
Alongside, a thoughtful distribution of rations
underscored the Foundation's dedication to
nurturing holistic well-being. This intimate event
not only aimed to foster connections and solidarity
but also provided a supportive space for
transgender individuals to share experiences and
find strength in unity.

DIWALI FESTIVITIES IN
BUDHWAR PETH

2023
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GATHERING WITH THE
TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY:
FOSTERING INCLUSIVITY
AND CONNECTION



@MISTLGBT

The Mist LGBTQ Foundation, in collaboration with ZS Associates, is dedicated
to providing Free PrEP (Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis) for members of the Queer
Community. This initiative extends support to underprivileged individuals,
empowering them to access and continue medication for a safer life free from
HIV. As the project enters its second phase in 2024, it will expand its reach to
include members of the Transgender Community, furthering its commitment
to comprehensive healthcare within the LGBTQ+ spectrum.

EXPANDED INITIATIVES SUPPORTED BY CSR AND SELF-FUNDING

2023
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QUEER & ALLIES ART
FESTIVAL 2023 

PREP DISTRIBUTION FOR THE
UNDERPRIVILEGED INDIVIDUALS

After a hiatus, the Queer & Allies Art Festival
(QAAF) has returned, inaugurating its
revival in two vibrant cities, beginning with
Jaipur. In collaboration with Nai Bhor, Q
Social, and other local organizations, the
event took place at Lalit Jaipur, drawing in
an enthusiastic crowd of 50-60 attendees.
Featuring a diverse array of activities
including a flea market, film screenings, and
performances, the festival provided a
platform for artistic expression and
community connection.



@MISTLGBT

Celebrating diversity in its fullest form, the pageant served as a platform for
empowerment and self-expression. Mist LGBTQ Foundation is delighted to
have orchestrated such an empowering and inclusive occasion.

MIST TRANS INDIA PAGEANT 2023 2023
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During FHI 360's visit to the MIST LGBTQ
Foundation in Pune, Maharashtra, the session
commenced with introductions to the entire
team. Subsequently, a comprehensive
presentation delved into the intricacies of the
queer marketplace, providing detailed insights
into its offerings. The overall engagement
throughout the visit was exceptionally positive,
reflecting a shared commitment to
understanding and supporting LGBTQ+
initiatives.

EXPLORING QUEERBAZAAR:
FHI 360'S VISIT TO THE

STORE

The Mist LGBTQ
Foundation proudly
hosted the Mist Trans
Pageant India 2023 at
Hippie @ Heart in
Balewadi, Pune,
Maharashtra, on December
10th. Featuring a dynamic
lineup of six participants,
each exuded grace and
authenticity, captivating
the audience and
contributing to the event's
remarkable success. 



GET INVOLVED

Advancing Health Equity: Our Recent
Initiatives

Support our initiatives: Visit our

website to learn more about

how you can contribute to our

mission of advancing LGBTQ+

rights and well-being.

Share your story: Inspire others

by sharing your experiences

and perspectives. Send us your

story ideas!

Stay connected: Follow us on

social media for updates,

events, and opportunities to

engage with the community.

Free trans-affirmative
health insurance coverage

extended to 100+
individuals.

HIV self-testing kits
distributed to 200+

individuals, promoting
convenient access to testing.

Over 350+ individuals
received PrEP services

through our outreach efforts,
empowering them with HIV

prevention methods.

Empowering LGBTQ Lives:
Impacting 4,217 Individuals

and Counting

Together, we rise!

P.S. SHARE THIS NEWSLETTER WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO
EXPAND OUR VIBRANT COMMUNITY!


